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COMPUTER SCIENCE 
Selected computer science undergraduates whose academic records and personal initiative 
indicate that they have the necessary skills to undertake high-quality research in computer science 
may apply to the honors program. Applicants must be majoring in Computer Science, must have a 
GPA of at least 3.6 in courses that count toward the major, and must achieve senior standing (135 
or more units) by the end of the academic year in which they apply. Coterminal MS students are 
eligible to apply as long as they have not already received their undergraduate degrees. Beyond 
these requirements, students who apply for the honors program must also find a faculty member 
who agrees to serve as the thesis advisor for the project. Thesis advisors must be members of 
Stanford’s Academic Council. 
 
Students who meet the eligibility requirements and wish to be considered for the honors program 
must submit a written application to the Computer Science undergraduate program office by May 
1 of the year preceding the honors work. The application must include a letter describing the 
research project, a letter of endorsement from the faculty sponsor, and a transcript of courses 
taken at Stanford. Each year, a faculty review committee will select the successful candidates for 
honors from the pool of qualified applicants. 
 
In order to receive departmental honors, students admitted to the honors program must do the 
following, in addition to satisfying the standard requirements for the undergraduate degree: 
 

1. Complete at least 9 units of CS191 or 191W under the direction of their project 
sponsor. 

2. Attend a weekly honors seminar in spring quarter. 

3. Complete an honors thesis deemed acceptable by a committee consisting of the 
thesis advisor and at east one additional faculty member. 

4. Present the thesis at a public colloquium sponsored by the department. 

5. Maintain the 3.6 GPA required for admission to the honors program. 

 

 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 
The Electrical Engineering Department offers a program leading to a Bachelor of Science in 
Electrical Engineering with Honors. This program offers a unique opportunity for qualified 
undergraduate majors to conduct independent study and research at an advanced level with a 
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faculty mentor, graduate students, and fellow undergraduates. To qualify, students must complete 
following requirements: 
 

1. Submit an application, including the thesis proposal, by autumn quarter of senior 
year signed by the thesis advisor and second reader (one must be a member of the 
Electrical Engineering faculty). 

2. Maintain a grade point average of at least 3.5 in Electrical Engineering courses. 

3. Take at least 10 units of EE 191. These units must be letter graded. 

4. Submit two final copies of the honors thesis approved by your advisor and second 
reader. 

5. Attend the Electrical Engineering Honors Symposium at the end of Spring 
Quarter and give a poster or oral presentation. 

 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING 
Highly qualified students in an engineering major can receive a BS with Honors in Environmental 
Engineering by undertaking a more intensive course of study that includes an in-depth research 
project. To apply, you must find a faculty member in the CEE department who is willing to act as 
supervisor for your undergraduate honors thesis and the two of you must agree upon a topic for 
the thesis project. 
 
In the fourth quarter before graduation, you must submit for approval a written proposal 
describing the research to be undertaken. At the time of submittal you must have a GPA of at least 
3.3 for coursework taken at Stanford, and this GPA must be maintained until graduation. You 
must complete a written thesis of high quality, obtaining input from the School of Engineering 
Writing Program via ENGR 102S or its equivalent. Up to 10 units of CEE 199H may be taken to 
support the research efforts. The ENGR 102S and CEE 199H units are beyond the normal 
undergraduate program requirements. The thesis advisor must approve and sign off on your 
written thesis. In addition to a written thesis, you are strongly encouraged to present your research 
results in a seminar. A copy of thesis must be provided to the School of Engineering Dean’s office 
in 201 Terman prior to graduation. 
 
 
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND SOCIETY 
Undergraduate engineering majors in all fields are encouraged to consider complementing their 
studies by enrolling in the STS Honors Program (the Science, Technology, and Society Program 




