
 

Stanford University School of Engineering 273 Undergraduate Handbook 2006-2007 

HONORS PROGRAMS 
 
The departmental honors programs are designed to allow undergraduates with strong academic 
records and enthusiasm for independent research to engage in a significant project leading to a 
degree with departmental honors. This option is particularly valuable for students who intend to 
pursue a Ph.D. after college because it provides research experience that helps prepare a student 
for doctoral-level work. Typically, these programs are competitive in terms of their admission and 
also require that the student find a faculty member to supervise the work. Honors programs 
currently exist only in Chemical Engineering (new in 2004-2005), Civil Engineering, Computer 
Science, Electrical Engineering, Environmental Engineering, and Science, Technology and 
Society, although the School is encouraging other departments to establish honors programs as 
well. These programs are described in the remainder of this section. 
 
 
CHEMICAL ENGINEERING 
This program offers an opportunity for undergraduate majors to undertake research at an 
advanced level with a faculty mentor, graduate students, and other undergraduates. This three-
quarter sequential program involves research study in an area proposed to and agreed to by a 
Department of Chemical Engineering faculty adviser, completion of a faculty-approved thesis, 
and participation in the Chemical Engineering Honors Symposium held annually during Spring 
Quarter. The last requirement may also be fulfilled through an alternative, public, oral 
presentation with the approval of the department chair. 
 
Students who meet the eligibility requirements and wish to be considered for the honors program 
should see departmental student services for a proposal template and other assistance by the 
beginning of Winter Quarter of their junior year. An application includes a proposal describing 
the research project, a letter of endorsement from the chemical engineering faculty sponsor, and a 
transcript of courses taken at Stanford. A faculty review committee will select the successful 
candidates. To qualify for recommendation for a Bachelor of Science in Chemical Engineering 
with Honors, degree students must complete the following requirements: 
 

1. Maintain an overall GPA of 3.5 or higher as calculated on the unofficial 
transcript. 

2. Complete at least three quarters of research with a minimum of 9 units of 
CHEMENG 190H for a letter grade. All quarters must focus on the same topic.  
Maintain the same faculty advisor and faculty reader throughout, if feasible. 
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3. Participate in the Chemical Engineering Honors Symposium held during Spring 
Quarter with a poster and oral presentation of thesis work or, at the faculty’s 
discretion, in a comparable public event. 

4. Submit a completed draft of thesis simultaneously to both the advisor and the 
reader, and if appropriate to the Chemical Engineering faculty sponsor, no later 
than May 1 (or the first day of the second month of the quarter in which the BSH 
is to be conferred). Develop a research proposal with the approval of a Chemical 
Engineering faculty advisor and a second reader who must sponsor your 
application. 

5. Complete all work and thesis revisions and obtain indicated faculty approvals on 
the Certificate of Final Reading of Thesis form by the end of the third week of 
May (or the second month of the graduation quarter). 

6. Submit to Chemical Engineering Student Services three final copies of the honors 
thesis as approved by the appropriate faculty and with a certificate form for each 
copy. The deadline is May 21, 2007, (or the Monday at the beginning of the 
fourth week of the second month of the graduation quarter). 

 
Unit requirements for the honors program are in addition to the normal undergraduate program 
requirements. 
 
 
CIVIL ENGINEERING 
Highly qualified engineering students can receive a B.S. with Honors in Civil Engineering by 
undertaking a more intensive course of study that includes an in-depth research project. To apply, 
you must find a faculty member in the CEE department who is willing to act as supervisor for 
your undergraduate honors thesis; the two of you must agree upon a topic for the thesis project. 
 
In the fourth quarter before graduation, you must submit for approval a written proposal 
describing the research to be undertaken. At the time of submittal you must have a GPA of at least 
3.3 for coursework at Stanford and this GPA must be maintained until graduation. You must 
complete a written thesis of high quality, obtaining input from the School of Engineering Writing 
Program via ENGR 102S or its equivalent. Up to 10 units of CE 199H may be taken to support 
the research efforts. The ENGR 102S and CE 199H units are beyond the normal undergraduate 
program requirements. The thesis advisor must approve and sign off on your written thesis. In 
addition to a written thesis, you are strongly encouraged to present your research results in a 
seminar. A copy of thesis must be provided to the School of Engineering Dean’s Office in 201 
Terman prior to graduation. 
 




